




GRANDPARENTS VISIT MARINERS CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

SCHOOL HOUSE ROCK, LIVE JR.!

In May, Mariners Christian School elementary students welcomed more
than 400 grandparents and very special persons for Grandparents Day.

Students and grandparents enjoyed quality time and a chance to experience
school together. The first of two highlights from this year’s program included
a presentation by California State Representative Van Tran, who awarded a
proclamation on behalf of his office
acknowledging Mariners Christian
School’s recent National Blue Ribbon
award. A second highlight was the
unveiling of a large-scale, student-created
art mural on the school grounds. As part
of MCS’s fine arts curriculum, Italian

street artist Melanie Stimmell joined again with students in first, third, and fifth
grades to create a beautiful mural fashioned in the style of whimsical artist
Amanda Haley.  Ms. Stimmell has received international awards for her work in
street painting at festivals in Italy, Germany, and Turkey, as well as local festivals
in Santa Barbara, San Rafael, and Santa Clarita.  She has been street painting for
ten years and teaching with the Orange County Performing Arts Center for four
years – what a wonderful opportunity for MCS students to learn and grow in
their creativity and artistic expression.

This year’s middle school theater production was a
tremendous success!  From the sets and production

to individual performances, School House Rock, Live Jr.
entertained audiences of all ages.  "The caliber of MCS's
Performing Arts program is exceptional. In comparison
to what other middle schools have to offer, there is no
question that our students are receiving a fabulous
exposure to theater, musical theater, instrumental
music, and vocal music -- all taught by caring, Christ-
following, and highly skilled instructors.  I am so proud
of all of the people involved. We could not have
accomplished this without God blessing the student
actors, parent volunteers, and professional staff mem-
bers. I have never witnessed a school accomplish so
much that does not specialize in performing arts!” said
Jeff Williamson, Middle School Principal

MCS’s Performing Arts Department has
progressed steadily over the past several
years, including the implementation of a
full-scale band and strings program, as
well as hiring of Andrew Levy as MCS’s
first Drama Teacher. Mr. Levy brings with
him a host of professional affiliations with
organizations such as South Coast
Repertory, U.C. Irvine, and Orange
County Performing Arts Center – through
these sources MCS has received connec-
tions for sets, lighting, and other produc-
tion aspects. Parent and grandparent par-

ticipation has been vital to the recent growth of MCS’s
Performing Arts Program; we greatly appreciate this
personal and financial support!

STUDENT OPINIONS
MATTER

Students in fourth through eighth grade had the unique
opportunity to participate in MCS’s first annual student survey,
with categories including student expectations, academic
expectations, school climate, and spiritual formation. Annually,
MCS surveys current parents, faculty/staff, alumni students, and
alumni parents; this new aspect of surveying students will
certainly bring some valuable new perspective to administration,
faculty, and board.



For the fourth consecutive year, an MCS graduate has been appointed to the United States Naval
Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. Austin Fleming (MCS Class of 2004) received a call on February 13

from Congressman John Campbell, congratulating Austin for his acceptance.  Austin Fleming will join
these fellow MCS Alumni: MCS Class of ’03 Kyle McGhie (Midshipman 4/c), MCS Class of ’02 Jon
Weissberg (Midshipman 3/c), and MCS Class of ’01 Dane Robie (Midshipman 2/c), bringing the cur-
rent tally of MCS graduates to one per class at the Naval Academy!

Receiving an appointment to the United States Naval Academy is challenging for high school students:
for the Class of 2011, out of 12,000 applicants world-wide, 1,200 young men and women received an
appointment.  According to the USNA website, the Academy’s Admissions board takes into account the
quality of the secondary school record,
any additional studies, SAT 1 or ACT
scores, extracurricular activities, athletics,
honors and awards, and employment out-

side of school hours, as well as recommendations of teachers, guidance coun-
selors, principals, coaches, Naval Academy Information Officers and others
who know first-hand about a candidate’s accomplishments.

“Austin, Jon, Kyle, and Dane are tremendous examples to their peers and to
our current students that hard work and determination can pay off when pur-
suing a goal like this.  We are very proud of these young men and honored to
have played a foundational role in their formative elementary years,”
commented Mr. Cole.
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MEET THE TEACHER DAY 
Tuesday, September 2, 2008

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
Wednesday, September 3, 2008

FALL COUNTY FAIR
Sunday, October 26, 2008

SAVE THE DATE

MCS ALUMNI APPOINTED TO UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY
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Congratulations to our award winners at the 2008 
Orange County Science and Engineering Fair.


