




MIDDLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM IS ONE OF BEST IN NATION 

Mariners Christian School
received top honors from the

Association of Christian Schools
International (ACSI) this month for
its Middle School Apologetics
Program, a series of courses which
prepares middle school students to
defend the tenets of the Christian
faith.   

Twenty-eight in the
United States were rec-
ognized as schools
offering “Exemplary
Programs” - programs
that are unique, innova-
tive, and easily transfer-
able to other schools
throughout the country.
Each recognized pro-
gram represents the
efforts of a school to go
beyond the “usual” to
address and meet a
specific need within the
school. Six of those schools are
located in California.

Mariners Christian School's Middle
School Apologetics Program began
in 2002 with the goal of increasing
students’ confidence in their
Christian faith and equipping them
with the skills necessary to answer
the difficult questions they are likely
to face outside the school walls.
With 13 years experience in the

classroom, MCS teacher John
Hellriegel, Jr. designed the

Apologetics curriculum with the
belief that students learn best when
they are challenged and having fun
at the same time.  By the end of the
year, students could answer key
questions about their faith such as,
“What is the evidence for a
Creator? Can the Bible be trusted?
What is the evidence that Jesus

rose from the dead?”

Since that time, the pro-
gram has expanded -
the ultimate goal is that
when students graduate
and enter the high
school environment,
they are well-grounded
in their faith and know
that there are good rea-
sons to believe that
Christianity is true.
Mariners Christian School
will receive public
recognition for this
honor at the Anaheim

Convention Center on November
19 and 20.

WELCOME NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL JEFF WILLIAMSON 

Jeff comes to MCS after 6 years of administration
in the public school realm, and he has a great

vision for continuing to make MCS middle school
the best it can be: “My vision for the middle school
is simple and clear. The students are at the stage of
life where their family faith must become their own.
My vision is that
each of our students
when entering high
school will fully
own the faith as
their own and nur-
ture it so as to
grow as a disciple
and be an ambas-
sador for Christ.
The second goal
for all students is
that they are fully
prepared in al l  
subject matters to
compete at any

high school they attend. I also want students to
enjoy coming to school and experience the truth
that 'learning can be fun!'”

Jeff views Mariners Christian School as unique in
that it has Christian teachers teaching Christian students
from a Christian world view in a Christ-centered

environment. On
top of that, the
teachers are highly
qualified and facili-
ties are as good as
any in the public
sector. From his
perspective, one
does not find many
places like that in
Orange County!
Join us in extending
a warm Mariners
welcome to Jeff
and the entire
Williamson family.



Non-Profit Org.
US Postage

PAID
Santa Ana, CA
Permit No. 4175

300 Fischer Avenue
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
714.437.1700 Fax 714.437.7976
www.marinerschristianschool.org

Thank you parents, grandparents, and friends for your faithful
generosity in making the “Fields of Dreams” project a reality.

This summer, MCS accomplished key physical improvements on
the campus:

• New grass field with creation of softball diamond

• New gymnasium floor with added hoops, paint, light, 
wall mat coverings, and sound system

• New awnings and paint job on the playground side of 
the building

• Resurfacing of black top

• New interior work and lighting in the entry way and lobby

With all of these campus
improvements, students
are having a fantastic
year. The Physical
Education and Athletics
program is a vital part of
what we offer to children,
and without the financial
and personal support of
MCS benefactors, these
upgrades would not be
possible. Thank you!

MARINERS CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
20TH ANNIVERSARY EVENT*:

Sunday, November 4, 2007
Irvine Hyatt Regency

ALUMNI REUNION:
Begins at 5:00 p.m. – Anniversary Event

begins at 6:00 p.m.

VETERANS' DAY CELEBRATION 
WITH GRANDPARENTS:
Friday, November 9, 2007

JK - 2ND GRADE
CHRISTMAS CHORAL PROGRAM :

Tuesday, December 4, 2007 at 7:00 p.m.

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC CONCERT:
Monday, December 17, 2007 at 7:00 p.m.

MIDDLE SCHOOL GRANDPARENTS DAY:
Science Fair and Egyptian Exhibit

Tuesday, February 5, 2008

ANNUAL AUCTION AND BENEFIT:
Friday, March 28, 2008 - Hyatt Regency

Huntington Beach
We‘ve Got the Spirit!

SAVE THE DATEDREAMS DO COME TRUE

Mariners faculty enjoy a fun game of 
flag football against the middle school 

boys on the beautiful new athletic field!




